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Dear participants in the protective mantle project,
dear interested people, you who accompany and support the protective mantle project,
it has become November before I send you this first newsletter. At the farmers’ markets,
an abundance of a rich harvest year shines out to us in a variety of forms and this is how I feel here in my studio, too.
In this eventful year, the idea of the protective mantle was born in March and rarely have I know anything with such clarity in my life: "now is the time"
(...the idea of a protective coat had been slumbering within me for years).
For years I have been creating sheaths / skins / coats in my studio and so I knew that the protective mantle would maintain the archaic "T-shape" familiar to
us from old garment pictures - and I calculated:
500 protective mantle parts should form the coat, plus a small tent-like, walk-in interior.
In early April the press publicised the project, and my enquiries were sent to you.
At that time I could not have imagined what a wonderful response would develop...
Not only did I receive parts of the protective mantle from people I did not know many embroideries were accompanied by touching words, poems and very personal
thoughts. Some of them will be found in a "folder of treasures", which will be attached to
the protective mantle. I think I can say: the protective coat parts are embroidered with
"heart and soul" and many an hour of given time is thus shared with the viewer.
What quickly became apparent, was that the embroidery pieces can’t be stitched too
close together; they are too individual, too multifaceted and expressive.
Instead the pieces will be placed on a (linen) fabric with an appropriate distance between
them, so that there will be enough space between them.
I had extended the deadlines several times, as there were always requests; now this door
is closed for the time being - or perhaps better said: half-closed.
It's wonderful that people from 14 countries have participated in the protective mantle
project!
Now all the pieces need to be ironed, photographed and entered into the database,
and then send to the dressmaker, hemmed and resized.
(...but there will also be some "special sizes").
For some time now I have been planning the shape of tent-like inside of the protective
mantle; various information with tent builders and material considerations come together.
I think this will be this winter’s work.
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I take note that the work may unfold in its very own rhythm.
Sometimes I think of Rilke's sentences from "Letters to a young poet":
"One must let the thing have its own, quiet, undisturbed development, which comes from
deep inside and cannot be pushed or accelerated by anything, everything is done and everything must be carried to term before it is born”…
“to grow and ripen like a tree, which does not push its sap and stands confidently in the
storms of spring, without fear that no summer may follow.
It will come. But it comes only to those who are patient, who are simply there, as if
eternity were before them, so carefree, silent and far... "

I hope that the protective mantle will "see the light of day" next spring –
but there are still a few open questions about planning and financing, as well as questions
of where and when the protective mantle will be exhibited.
It's like hiking in the mountains: I walk confidently step by step and I'll be happy to get in touch with you again in due course.
I attach a few examples from the protective mantle project, in the hope that when you
look at them, you’ll feel what a great and deeply connecting thing you are participating in;
- especially in these eventful times.
This is a sign of hope that even in these times of restriction and the reduction of external
contact we are aware of our connections and may find creative ways of meeting.
With a grateful heart and all good wishes.
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One of the two „Protective-mantle stacks“ so far 180 parts of it have reached me.

Wonderful original packaging,
touching cards and letters were included.

The Protective-Mantle-Parts are waiting – in stacks of 10 –
to be ironed, individually photographed & the edges stitched
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A view of the atelier

A rich abundance fills my atelier

The first … and - for the time being - the last of the Protective-Mantle parts
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Protective-Mantle-Parts – as diverse and multifaceted as life itself!

